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Director’s Pick

Photo by Jenn Cress

Reserved Seating
Adult: $20 (advance), $25 (door)
Youth: $10
BSU Students: $5
Artist Series Subscribers & Pick 4+:  
$15 (advance), $25 (door)

Reserved Seating
Adult: $20 (advance), $25 (door)
Youth: $10
BSU Students: $5 
Artist Series Subscribers & Pick 4+:  
$15 (advance), $25 (door)

Friday
March 26
7:30PM

Thursday
February 25
7:30PM

Brooklyn Rider
The multi-faceted string quartet, Brooklyn Rider, is becoming increasingly known 
for its creative programming and exciting collaborations which serve to illuminate 
music in new ways and invite audiences into a shared experience. Uniquely able 
to address a wide and inclusive range of music, they are as willing to explore the 
world of Haydn as they are in the music of our time and have performed in venues 
as varied as Joe’s Pub in NYC and the Petronas Towers in Malaysia. Born out of 
a desire to use the rich medium of the string quartet as a vehicle for borderless 
communication, all of the musicians have enjoyed diverse careers in music 
that have intersected with each other over many years. The quartet also draws 
additional inspiration from the exploding array of cultures and artistic energy 
found in the borough of Brooklyn in New York City, a place they also call home.

Cantus 
Cantus is recognized as one of America’s finest professional male vocal ensembles. 
The Washington Post hails the ensemble’s sound as having both “exalting finesse” 
and “expressive power,” and refers to their music-making as “spontaneous 
grace.” The ensemble, co-founded by Artistic Director Erick Lichte, is known for 
adventurous programming spanning many periods and genres, including chant, 
Renaissance music, contemporary works, art song, folk, spirituals, world music, 
and pop.  Cantus has toured throughout Canada and Europe. In the United States, 
the group has sung to great acclaim at many nationally recognized festivals and 
venues. Their numerous recordings have garnered critical acclaim from Stereophile, 
Gramophone, Classics Today, and National Public Radio. The ensemble’s 
eponymous 2007 recording Cantus was named one of NPR’s 10 best for 2007. 

sursaEmens Auditor ium presents these events at Sursa Hall
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Director’s PickGeneral Admission
Adult: $20 (advance), $25 (door)
Youth: $10
BSU Students: $5 
Artist Series Subscribers & Pick 4+: 
$18 (advance), $25 (door)

General Admission
Adult: $17 (advance), $22 (door)
Youth & BSU students: $5
Artist Series Subscribers & Pick 4+: 
$14 (advance), $22 (door)

Thursday
October 1
7:30PM

Thursday
September 10
7:30PM

m-pact
Hailed “one of the best pop-jazz vocal groups in the world” by the San Francisco 
Chronicle, m-pact is respected worldwide as a cutting edge trailblazer in the realm 
of vocal music. This Los Angeles-based sextet has cultivated a new generation 
of ears hungry for the fresh, raw power of nature’s “first instrument” — the 
human voice. From the beginning, the “pact” of these well-studied masters 
has been to stay true to music, regardless of style or genre. Having performed 
with Sheryl Crow, Liza Minnelli, Ray Charles and Natalie Cole, m-pact’s 
sophisticated sound and accessible appeal have garnered them vast accolades. 
Around the globe, mesmerized audiences buzz from the thrill of m-pact’s vocal 
acrobatics, innovative orchestrations, and commanding stage presence.

Tommy Emmanuel
Two-time Grammy nominee, Tommy Emmanuel has a professional career 
that spans over four decades and continues to intersect with some of the 
finest musicians throughout the world. Tommy’s unique style, which he 
calls “finger style,” is akin to playing guitar the way a pianist plays piano. 
Tommy was a child prodigy who began playing guitar at age four by learning 
to play by ear. Emmanuel is an accomplished producer and musical arranger 
and has 16 music and instructional recordings. He has performed with 
hundreds of musical legends including Les Paul, Eric Clapton, Joe Walsh 
and Stevie Wonder. As a solo performer, Tommy’s flawless guitar skills 
and voluminous repertoire never fail to amaze and engage audiences.

pruisEmens Auditor ium presents these events at Pr uis Hall
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General Admission
Adult: $17 (advance), $22 (door)
Youth & BSU Students: $5
Artist Series Subscribers & Pick 4+: 
$14 (advance), $22 (door)

General Admission
Adult: $17 (advance), $22 (door)
Youth & BSU Students: $5 
Artist Series Subscribers & Pick 4+: 
$14 (advance), $22 (door)

Thursday
March 18
7:30PM

Thursday
February 11
7:30PM

Punch Brothers
Formed in 2006, Punch Brothers featuring Chris Thile is composed of five young 
and fiercely talented musicians. The band has captured the attention of music 
lovers with their unique mixture of bluegrass, jazz and classical music. The resumes 
of the members of Punch Brothers are formidable. Mandolin player Chris Thile 
was a member of the Grammy Award–winning Nickel Creek. Guitarist Chris 
Eldridge was a founding member of the Infamous Stringdusters; bassist Paul 
Kowert joined the group this fall, and studied at The Curtis Institute of Music 
with Edgar Meyer; banjo player Noam Pikelny has performed and recorded as a 
solo artist and has collaborated with acoustic music heavyweights John Cowan 
and Tony Trischka; and violinist Gabe Witcher has recorded with a range of artists 
from Willie Nelson to Beck and played in dobro master Jerry Douglas’ band for 
six years. These youthful, prodigiously gifted band-mates are among the most 
in-demand performers in the worlds of bluegrass, folk, and traditional music.

Marcus Roberts Trio
The Marcus Roberts Trio was founded in 1993 when Roberts had the goal of 
creating a whole new style of jazz trio playing. The Trio is composed of jazz 
pianist Marcus Roberts, drummer Jason Marsalis and bassist Roland Guerin. 
Marsalis joined the band in 1994 at age 17. A few months later, in early 
1995, Roland Guerin joined and made the trio sound complete. The Marcus 
Roberts Trio has truly created its own sound and style. Although the piano has 
traditionally been the central focus of great jazz trios, Roberts prefers to have 
all musicians in the group share equally in shaping the direction of the music 
through changing its tempo, mood, texture, or form by using a system of musical 
cues. They play all of their music from memory, which allows them to focus 
strictly and exclusively on jazz improvisation. Their quick musical reflexes and 
creative imagination give the trio a style that is powerful, rhythmic, and free. 

pruisEmens Auditor ium presents these events at Pr uis Hall
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Ishmael Beah
Ishmael Beah, the author of this year’s Freshman 
Common Reader “A Long Way Gone” was born in 
Sierra Leone in 1980 and struggled as a child soldier 

fighting in a 
war he did not 
understand.  In “A 
Long Way Gone,” 
Beah tells the 
compelling story 
about how he was 
thrown into war, 
committed horrible 
acts, and then 
fought to regain 
his humanity. His 
story is one of 
redemption and 
hope reminding 
us of the power 
of one individual 
to create change. 

He is a member of the Human Rights Watch 
Children’s Rights Division Advisory Committee 
and has spoken before the United Nations, the 
Council on Foreign Relations, the Center for 
Emerging Threats and Opportunities (CETO) at 
the Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory, and 
many other NGO panels on children affected by 
the war. His work has appeared in Vespertine 
Press and LIT magazine. In 2004, he graduated 
from Oberlin College with a B.A. in political 
science and he currently lives in New York City.

General Admission
Free Non-Ticketed Event

Tuesday
September 15
7:30PM

Emens  
Auditorium

The Academy of 
St. Martin in the 
Fields Chamber 
Ensemble
“Something special…this 
memorable [concert] is 
sure to stand out as one of 
the area’s top events this 
season.” The Denver Post

Thursday, October 8 – 8PM
Reserved Seating: $35 adults

Sergei  
Nakariakov
“Sergei Nakariakov plays 
the trumpet the way the 
rest of us breathe – if we 
are lucky. His tone is as 
rich and dark as anyone 
could desire.” The San 
Francisco Chronicle 

Tuesday, March 16 – 8PM
Reserved Seating: $35 adults

Jonathan Biss
That Biss is deeply musical, 
interpretively principled 
and technically secure 
(never ostentatious) 
makes him an exceptional 
pianist for any age group.” 
The Washington Post

Tuesday, April 13 – 8PM
Reserved Seating: $35 adults 

Arts
Alive
at Sursa Hall

Qty. Please circle a  
seating zone:

Lower level:   A   B   C   D   E
Total

Upper level:   E1   C1   A1

The Academy of St. Martin in 

the Fields Chamber Ensemble
$35

Sergei Nakariakov $35

Jonathan Biss $35

Handling fee (If ordering from both Sursa Hall 
and Emens order forms, please pay only once.)

$4 $4

Grand Total

Order tickets for 
the Arts Alive Series
at Sursa Hall now
For Sursa Hall ticket orders, please complete this 
form, detach and mail to Emens Auditorium, Ball 
State University, Muncie, IN  47306. If you are 
ordering from both forms, you may mail together.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Day Phone Evening Phone

Email

o  Enclosed is my check, payable to Ball State University

o  Credit Card o o o

Card Number

Card Expiration Date

Signature

Seating at Sursa Hall

C
D

E
B

A

LOWER
LEVEL

▲ STAGE ▲

C1

E1 A1

UPPER
LEVEL

Freshman Connections Presents





Helpful Info 
Unless otherwise noted, all events go 
on sale Friday, August 21 at 10 a.m.

Tickets may be purchased in person at 
the Emens box office, via phone (800) 
745-3000, online at www.ticketmaster.
com, or via mail using the order form.

Box Office Policies
Orders processed less than seven days 
prior to a performance will be held at the 
box office. Advance priced tickets are sold 
until 4:30 p.m. the day of show and 4:30 
p.m. Friday for weekend events.

Hours
The Emens Auditorium box office is 
open Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and two hours prior to 
each performance. Summer hours 
are 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. For information call (765) 
285-1539, toll-free (877) 99-EMENS 
or visit www.bsu.edu/emens. 

Refunds
Due to the nature of the performing arts, 
programs are subject to change. Refunds 
are given only in the case of event 
cancellation or date change. Refunds 
are made to the original purchaser only. 
Handling fees are not refundable. 

Exchanges
Exchanges will be made for events bearing 
multiple performance times only. You 
may exchange one performance time 
for another performance time within 
the same event. Exchanges will be made 
for the original purchaser only and a 
$5 transaction fee will be assessed. 

Lost Tickets
Emens box office can reprint lost tickets 
for the original ticket purchaser. A 
$5 transaction fee will be assessed. 

Curtain Times
Curtain times vary. Please check your 
tickets for start times. Our staff makes 
every effort to open lobby doors at least 
30 minutes prior to each performance.

Late Seating
According to artist contractual 
agreements, patrons who arrive late may 
be asked to wait in the lobby and will be 
seated at the first appropriate break in 
the program. We make every attempt 
to begin each performance on time.

Special Accommodations
Please call the Emens box office to 
order tickets if you have special needs. 
Emens Auditorium is equipped with 
an accessible elevator, and wheelchair 
accessible seating is located throughout 
the auditorium. Booster seats are 
available for children at the box office. 
For our hearing-impaired patrons 
we offer infrared listening systems 
at the box office. Please alert the 
box office as to any special needs at 
least two weeks prior to an event. 

Recording Devices, Cameras  
and Cell Phones
Due to contractual agreements and 
as a courtesy to those around you, 
use of electronic equipment is not 
permitted in the auditorium. Please be 
sure to silence cell phones and pagers 
prior to the start of performances.

We Love Groups!
There’s no better way to reward or 
thank clients or employees or to 
spend an evening with a group or civic 
organization, than with a group outing 
at Emens Auditorium. Enjoy top quality 
entertainment at reasonable prices with 
our group discounts. Group discounts 
are available for groups of 20 or more 
and can save patrons up to 20% off the 
single admission price.  Impress clients 
with something special and memorable. 
Give your employees a gift they can share 
with their family.  An outing at Emens 
makes a fabulous employee appreciation 
banquet alternative.  Rent the lounge 
for a pre-party function.  Look for shows 
with group discounts throughout the 
brochure.  Please call the box office for 
more information at (765) 285-1539 
or toll-free at (877) 99-EMENS.

Give the Gift of Performance!
Looking for a really special gift for a 
client or co-worker, but aren’t sure quite 
what they like? There’s no better way 
to reward or thank business clients and 
employees than with a gift they can’t wait 
to exchange. Give the gift of performance 
with Emens Auditorium gift certificates. 
You never have to worry about size or 
style when you give Emens Auditorium 
gift certificates.  Gift certificates can 
be used to purchase tickets for any 
performance on sale at the Emens box 
office. To purchase gift certificates, please 
visit our box office or call (765) 285-1539 
or toll-free (877) 99-EMENS.

Director’s Picks
Look for these events, noted throughout 
the brochure, that come highly 
recommended by our director.

M
cK

in
le

y 
Av

e.

University Ave.

Riverside Ave.

Gilbert Ave.

Student
Center

G

G

Emens

M
ar

tin
 S

t.

Ashland Ave.

P

P P

Music Instruction Building 
(Sursa Hall Events)

P	 parking lot

G	 garage

	 shuttle stop

Pruis Hall

G

Library

Parking
There are parking garages located behind 
Emens Auditorium and behind the 
Music Instruction Building on Ashland 
Avenue. There may be a nominal fee for 
parking in these structures. Free parking 
is also available in the various lots off the 
corner of Gilbert Avenue and McKinley 
Avenue Monday-Friday after 5 p.m. 
and on weekends. Drop-off service is 
allowed for patrons unable to walk long 
distances. Handicap parking spaces are 
located on the east drive adjacent to 
Emens and in the Emens parking garage.



Support the Arts at Emens
I am confident that we are providing a much needed service the East Central Indiana 
region by presenting quality live entertainment events, frequently at most reasonable 
price points. Such is possible in part, due to the generosity of people like you who help 
support our program, not only through ticket purchases, but also by financial gifts. If 
you have ever considered a donation, I want to encourage you to follow your heart.

— Robert Myers, Director, John R. Emens College-Community Auditorium

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

My gift to Emens:	 o $400 (Producer)	 o $300 (Advocate)	 o $150 (Affiliate)  

	 o $100 (Friend)	 o Other: $

The gift is $100 or more. List me in programs as:

o Please call me to set up automatic payments or payroll deductions.

o I have enclosed a check. (Make checks payable to Emens Performance Fund.)

o Please charge my credit card:  o                         o                         o

Card # Expiration date

Name of cardholder

Signature

o I am interested in learning more about planned gifts.

o I am interested in information about extended benefits.

Send completed form and check (if applicable) to
Emens Auditorium, Ball State University, Muncie, IN  47306

Gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Emens Auditorium
Emens Auditorium is located in the heart of the campus on 
Riverside Avenue. The auditorium seating area was recently 
renovated and seats 3,309. Emens hosts a variety of performing 
arts events throughout the season.

Directions from I-69:
• Exit at I-332 (exit 41, Frankton/Muncie).
• Travel east approx. 8 miles.
• Turn right on Tillotson Avenue and 

travel south to Riverside Avenue.
• Go Left on Riverside Avenue and 

travel east to McKinley Avenue.
• Emens is located on the left side of 

the street just past the intersection.

Directions from SR 35:
• Take SR 35 to SR 67.
• Exit at the McGalliard Road exit (ignore 

the exit referencing Ball State).
• Go left at exit and travel east 

to Tillotson Avenue.
• Turn left and continue south 

to Riverside Avenue.
• Turn left on Riverside and continue east.
• Emens is located on the left side of 

the street just past the intersection.

Our Venues

Pruis Hall
Pruis Hall is situated just off of Woodworth Drive next to Bracken 
Library. This 640-seat venue provides an intimate setting for 
musical performances and is used to host a variety of special 
events throughout the school year.

Sursa Hall
Sursa Hall is located in the Music Instruction Building at the 
intersection of Riverside and McKinley. The hall seats 600 and 
features a world-class pipe organ built by the Goulding & Wood 
Company.
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