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Notes from the Chair 
 

 
 

In 2005, the members of the History Department at Ball State University had 
another memorable, productive year.  We welcomed three new colleagues in the autumn:  
Nicole Etcheson filled the Alexander M. Bracken Chair; Charles Argo was appointed to a 
position as assistant professor of history specializing in the history of the Middle East; 
Gregory Witkowski was appointed as an assistant professor specializing in the history of 
modern Germany.  Our faculty also continued their strong record of service to the 
University. Kevin Smith, associate professor and assistant chair of the department, served 
on the University’s Strategic Planning Task Force; Carolyn Malone, associate professor, 
continued her membership on the University’s Task Force II for the revision of the 
University Core Curriculum.   

A particularly noteworthy new development for the History Department in 
summer 2005 involved our response to a challenge to develop a set of courses available 
for online instruction through the School of Extended Education.  Ball State has 
developed a new academic initiative, entitled the Fast-Track Bachelor of General Studies 
(B.G.S.) program, which is offered via online instruction.  The History Department 
created twelve on-line versions of existing courses for students to select from to complete 
an academic minor in History on the Fast Track program toward the B.G.S. degree.  
Faculty who contributed to this new initiative included Abel Alves, Stephanie Beswick, 
Anthony Edmonds, Kenneth Hall, Kevin Smith,  Kenneth Swope, professor emeritus of 
history John Weakland, and myself.  

The past academic year was also another excellent year for research and 
scholarship by the History faculty.  Our faculty continued to be active in presenting at 
professional meetings and conferences and published numerous articles in professional 
journals.  Dean Cantu published Professional Sports in America with the Center for 
Learning, and Kenneth Swope edited Warfare in China Since 1960 with Ashgate Ltd. 
of Great Britain; I also wish to note that Raymond White, professor emeritus of history, 
published his book, King of the Cowboys and Queen of the West:  Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans, with the University of Wisconsin Press. 

Also in the area of research and scholarship, several members of the faculty 
succeeded in acquiring major grants from external agencies in 2005.  Ronald Morris 
received a three-year grant from the United States Department of Education for his 
project, “The Ohio River Teaching American History Project,” worth almost $500,000 in 
total funding.  Dr. Morris’s grant was the largest grant, in terms of total funding, ever 
received by a member of the department.  James Connolly, who now directs the Center 
for Middletown Studies in addition to his teaching duties with the department, obtained a 
grant from the Community Foundation of Muncie and Delaware County for an oral 
history project dealing with organized labor in our community.  Warren Vander Hill, 
professor emeritus and the former provost of the University, also participated extensively 
in this project.  Greg Witkowski, our new specialist in the history of Germany, received a 
grant from the German Historical Institute to study the development of philanthropy in 
East Germany during the Cold War. 

 



Finally, we should recognize the continued growth, in both quality and quantity, 
of Ball State’s undergraduate program in Public History.  Under the direction of Michael 
Doyle, the Public History option is attracting more students and our Public History 
graduates are finding new and exciting career opportunities, obtaining positions at 
historical agencies, archives, and in the media field.  After another successful year, the 
History Department looks forward to continuing its work in teaching, research, and 
service to Ball State in 2006. 

 
Current Members of the Department of History 

Tenured and tenure-track members: Abel Alves, Charles Argo, Stephanie Beswick, Dean 
Cantu, Jim Connolly, Ashley de Waal-Lucas, Sviatoslav Dmitriev, Michael Doyle, Tony 
Edmonds, Nicole Etcheson, Bruce Geelhoed, John Glen, Ken Hall, Carolyn Malone, 
Nina Mjagkij, Ron Morris, Kevin Smith, Scott Stephan, Fred Suppe, Kenneth Swope, 
Chris Thompson, Gregory Witkowski, Sergei Zhuk, and Phyllis Zimmerman. 
 
Full-time and part-time contract faculty: Tim Berg, Robert Hall, Richard Neel, Scott 
Parkinson, David Ulbrich, and James Wilson. 
 
The Department also employs other individuals to teach on-campus courses on a course-
by-course basis. In 2005-2006, these individuals were Sandy Cantu, Christina Coelho, 
John Marsh, Charles McDonald, Ike Rice, David Siebenaler, Patricia Weir, and Rebecca 
Zepick.  
 
Office Staff members: Denise Hile, administrative coordinator; Stephanie Lantz, 
secretary; and Marsha Andrews, service center secretary 

 
Note to Alumni 

Please see http://www.bsu.edhttp://www.bsu.edu/web/history/alumni/alumni_index.htm to 
respond to our alumni survey—and find out what your fellow alumni 
are doing by clicking on “Alumni Directory” at the bottom of the 
screen! 
 

Recent Graduates 
You can reference what May 2005 graduates are doing at 
http://www.bsu.edu/history/article/0,1969,110815http://www.bsu.edu/history/article/0,1969,110815-8932-33251,00.html 
 
 
 
 
 



2005 Open House 

 
Public History Internship Major Lesley Coffin discusses her career plans with fellow 

students at the 2005 Open House 

 



 

 
Newly arrived Alexander M. Bracken Professor Nicole Etcheson meets emeriti 

professors Richard Burkhardt and Raymond White at the 2005 Open House 

 
Student History Conference, February 2005 

 
College of Sciences and Humanities Dean Michael Maggiotto opens the 2005 Student 

History Conference 



 

 
 

Misha McHenry (above) and Joshua Snyder (below) present at the 
 2005 Student History Conference 

 
 
 
 
 



Faculty at Work 

 
 

The Focus on Europe Panel Discussion took place on Tuesday April 12, 
2005 and involved Professors Kevin Smith, Chris Thompson, and Sergei Zhuk of the 
History Department.  The topic was 'European Reactions to the 2004 US Presidential 
Election.'  After brief remarks by each professor, the audience (below) was invited to 

offer questions and comments as part of a broader discussion of the subject.   
 

.  



Honors Scholarship and Recognition Ceremony, April 2005 
(http://www.bsu.edu/history/hsrceremony/http://www.bsu.edu/history/hsrceremony/) 

 
James Appleby, Althea Stoeckel Memorial Scholarship Recipient 

 
Zachary Carmichael, Merrill Rippy Memorial Scholarship Recipient 



 
Kevin Mealy, T.M. Anderson Scholarship Recipient 

 
Trina Moser, Lester Schmidt Memorial Scholarship Recipient 



 
Janice Gaylena Merritt, Winner of the Faculty Prize and Robert LaFollette Memorial 

Scholarship Recipient 
 

Professional News 
Abel Alves presented a paper entitled “Mead: Human Interaction with the Natural 
Environment and Other Animals” on June 22, 2005 at the Association for the Study of 
Literature and Environment Biennial Conference in Eugene, Oregon.  A longer version of 
this paper, “Mead: A Study in Human Culture’s Interaction with the Natural Environment 
and Other Animals” will be published at the end of 2006 in ISLE: Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Literature and Environment.  In addition, he has been consulting on the 
history of mead, providing historical information to the proprietors of New Day Meadery 
in Elwood, Indiana. .  He continues to serve in the university’s Freshman Connections 
program and participated in a Lumina Foundation Summer Workshop on retention in the 
summer of 2005.  He delivered two brief presentations on “Women in the Middle Ages” 
and “Food in the Middle Ages” to the Girl Scouts of Wapehani Council at their 
Medieval-Renaissance Faire in Daleville, Indiana, held May 14, 2005.  On February 14, 
2006, he will present on “The History of Valentine’s Day” to the Community Center for 
Vital Aging, Fisher Institute for Wellness and Gerontology in Muncie, Indiana. In March 
2006, with Carol Blakney, he will participate in a poster session entitled “The Biohistory 
of Grain” at the American Society for Environmental History and Forest History Society 
Joint Meeting in St. Paul, Minnesota 
                 



Charles Argo joined the Ball State University History Department as our new 
specialist in Middle Eastern history following his completion of his Ph.D. program at the 
University of Arkansas.  
 
Stephanie Beswick’s Blood Memory: The Legacy of War, Ethnicity and Slavery 
in Early South Sudan, which was published in hardback by University of Rochester 
Press in 2004, will come out in paperback in 2006. It has already been favorably 
reviewed in the American Historical Review, International Journal of African 
Historical Studies, and “Choice”, which described her book as an "important historical 
account” and "highly recommended" it. She is presently writing a book on the history of 
slavery, slave raids, and resistance in Southern Sudan. Forthcoming in early 2006 is a 
special issue of “Women and Conflict in the Horn of Africa” for Northeast African 
Studies which she co-edited and to which she has also contributed an article. She is a 
board member of the Sudan Studies Association and has also successfully devised and 
launched an African Studies Minor, which is now available to students. The minor 
includes two new courses that she created and teaches: “Southern Africa” and 
“Comparative Slavery” to complement the existing course: “Africa Since 1500.”   
 
 

 
 

Dr. Connolly interacts with students 
 

James J. Connolly was appointed Director of the Center for Middletown Studies in 
July 2005.  He was guest editor of “Seventy Five Years of Middletown,” a special issue 
of the Indiana Magazine of History 101:3 (September, 2005).  The issue included 
Connolly’s essay, “The Legacies of Middletown.”  Connolly also published “The Public 
Good and the Problem of Pluralism in Lincoln Steffens’ Civic Imagination,” Journal of 
the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 4:2 (April, 2005), 125-147; a review essay of 



Robert D. Johnston, The Radical Middle Class: Populist Democracy and the Question 
of Capitalism in Progressive Era Portland (Princeton, 2003) and John Henry Hepp IV, 
The Middle Class City: Transforming Space and Time in Philadelphia, 1876-1926 
(Philadelphia, 2004) in Urban History 32:2 (August 2005); and a review of Evelyn 
Savidge Sterne, Ballots and Bibles: Ethnic Politics and the Catholic Church in 
Providence (Ithaca, 2004) in Journal of American History 91:4  (March 2005).  He also 
continued to work on his book manuscript, tentatively entitled “Democratic Visions: The 
Urban Political Imagination in Industrializing America,” which is under contract with 
Cornell University Press.  He currently serves as an Editorial Board member for the 
Indiana Magazine of History. Connolly received three grants in 2005: “Organized Labor 
in Muncie: An Oral History” from the Janet Wilson Unrestricted Fund, Community 
Foundation of Muncie and Delaware County (Indiana), 2005-2006, Co-P.I. ($4,700); 
“What Middletown Read,” Humanities Program Grant, Gladys Kreible Delmas 
Foundation, 2005-2006 (Co-P.I.—$8,000); and “What Middletown Read,” Enhanced 
Provost’s Inititiative, Ball State University, 2005 (Co-P.I.—$16,000) 
 
Ashley de Waal joined the Department of History in August 2004, specializing in 
Social Studies education. Her chapter “Multicultural Education: Not Needed in the 
Suburbs!” will be published in E. Brantlinger, Who benefits from special education? 
Remediating (fixing) other people's children (Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum Associates, 
2006). She has presented several papers at national conferences. In April 2005 she 
presented “Everything is Swell in New Canaan: How Social Studies Teachers Include 
Multicultural Content in a Predominantly Affluent and European American School” at 
the American Education Research Association conference in Montreal, Canada. In 
November 2005 she traveled to São Paulo, Brazil to present a paper on multicultural and 
global education at the Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo. In April 2006 she 
will travel to San Francisco to present a paper entitled “How Social Studies Teachers 
Conceptualize Multicultural and Global Education” at the American Education Research 
Association conference. De Waal is also working on a book project with Dr. Dean Cantu. 
It is called “A Visual Approach to Teaching K-8 Social Studies.” De Waal was invited to 
participate in two institutes organized by the Center for Civic Education. In June 2005 
she attended a week long institute at the University of Florida, and in March 2006 she 
will attend an institute on Civil Rights in Birmingham, Alabama. De Waal is serving a 
two-year term as webmaster for the International Assembly, an affiliated member of the 
National Council of the Social Studies. De Waal also serves on the editorial board of the 
International Journal of Social Education. 
 
Sviatoslav Dmitriev’s book City Government in Hellenistic and Roman Asia 
Minor was published by Oxford University Press. He also authored the article "The 
history and geography of the province of Asia during its first hundred years and the 
provincialization of Asia Minor" in Athenaeum n.s. 93.1 (2005): 71-133. 
 
Michael William Doyle continued to serve as director of the Department’s Public 
History Internship Program (PHIP), guiding advisees to success in their internships and 
post-graduation career employment. An internship for Julia Hunt in the education and 
collections departments of the Allen County-Fort Wayne (Ind.) Historical Society’s 



History Center led to a paid position as a museum educator there.  Five PHIP students did 
internships during Summer 2005 at sites spanning from Alaska to Virginia.  Alex 
Lindeman was our second student to be placed at Denali National Park in Talkeetna, 
Alaska, where he worked as a park interpreter.  He credited this experience in helping 
qualify him for service in the Peace Corps, which he started in September.  Lesley Coffin 
parlayed her experience interning as a film archivist at the nation’s fourth largest film 
archive, the Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research located at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, into a full-time, professional position with WTTW Digital Archives 
at Chicago’s premier Public Broadcasting System affiliate.  Yasmin Dalal interned at the 
Chicago Historical Society and was hired immediately afterward as the school programs 
coordinator, a position closely related to her internship in the Visitor Services 
department.  In collaboration with the History Programs department and other CHS staff, 
she is responsible for creating field trip experiences for the museum’s new 16,000 sq. ft. 
Chicago History galleries. Yasmin also works closely with the Chicago Public Schools to 
develop programming that utilizes museum resources to help their students meet state 
social studies standards.  Laife Janovyak served as a living history interpreter at Mount 
Vernon, George Washington’s estate in Virginia.  Her major project was to research and 
design a program interpreting the life of the man who operated Washington’s grist 
mill.  Laife’s script was selected for adoption as a permanent part of the Pioneer Farm’s 
offerings, a rare achievement for an intern.  Piers Kirby upgraded his year-long 
volunteer position in Minnetrista’s collections department to a 450-hour internship 
involving the processing of numerous artifactual collections and assisting on researching 
and mounting two exhibitions.  These students’ success attracted regional attention in a 
front-page article entitled “Public History Majors Learn to Bring Past to Life” by reporter 
Gail Koch in the 13 Sept. issue of the Muncie Star Press.  The story was subsequently 
picked up for syndication by the Associated Press and was published in the state’s two 
largest media markets -- Indianapolis and Fort Wayne. 

Doyle placed two new interns in the field during Fall 2006.  Erin Mulloy 
parlayed her experience as part-time paid archival assistant at Paws, Inc., where the 
syndicated cartoon Garfield is produced, into a full-time position at the Henry Ford 
Museum in Dearborn, Mich.  There she was given responsibility for processing a 170 
cubic-foot documentary collection on the firm of modernist furniture designer Herman 
Miller, which is housed in the Benson Ford Research Center.  Stacia Hool interned with 
the Indiana State Museum’s historic sites division.  She worked in education and 
interpretation at Limberlost, the former home of Gene Stratton-Porter, a best-selling 
author, artist, photographer, and naturalist from Geneva, Ind.   

Dr. Doyle also sat on two Master’s committees in 2005 for students who were 
expecting May ’06 degrees, supervising Aijamal Sarybaeva as graduate assistant during 
the Fall semester and tutoring her in a directed readings course in preparation for 
administering her comprehensive exam. He was also an outside reader for Historic 
Preservation student Jennifer Mastri’s M.S. thesis on the history of the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Jan Northam, an M.A. candidate in the Anthropology 
Department who did coursework in our Public History program, received a $1,000 grant 
from the Indiana Humanities Council in the Fall to complete a special project for the 
Rush County Historical Society Museum in Rushville.  Jan researched and composed 
interpretive labels for the museum’s extensive collection of local prehistoric artifacts.  



The grant is allowing her to fabricate a set of free-standing panels for these priceless 
stone projectile points and then offer them as traveling exhibition program to local 
schools and service organizations. 

Dr. Doyle’s scholarship in 2005 was primarily disseminated through public 
presentations. He gave a two-part, five-hour-long workshop on “Acts and Ideologies of 
Hate in Indiana History” to students enrolled in Dr. Beth Messner’s Virginia B. Ball 
Center for Creative Inquiry course, “Learning from a Legacy of Hate” on 7-8 February.  
This included compiling a set of lecture outlines and 48 pages of readings for her to 
include in her student course packet.  He presented an hour-long program on the topic of 
“Magic Town and Middletown: The Crisis over Public Opinion Polling in the ‘Typical 
American City’” to the Muncie Exchange Club on 10 March.  He organized and 
presented a session with PHIP students and alumni Julia Hunt, Laife Janovyak, and 
Piers Kirby on “Internships, Not Internments: How Museums Benefit by Helping 
Undergraduates Escape from the Prison of Inexperience” at the annual meeting of the 
Association of Indiana Museums held on 12 September at Wabash College, 
Crawfordsville.  This panel attracted one of the largest audiences at the conference.  He 
presented a workshop on “Developing a Model Undergraduate Public History Program” 
for the Department of History at DePaul University, Chicago, Ill. on 16 September.  Two 
dozen of their faculty attended in preparation for interviewing candidates for a newly 
created public history position patterned on our own.  The following month he delivered 
commentary on three scholarly papers presented at a session he helped organize on 
“En/Countering Cultures in the American West during the 1950s and 1960s: Self, Group, 
and Tribe” for the 2005 annual conference of the Western History Association in 
Phoenix, Ariz.  He authored an article entitled “Bracken Library’s Archives and Special 
Collections Research Center: Bridging the Gap between the Academy and Public 
Service” for the Spring 2005 issue of the Ball State University Libraries News for 
Faculty online newsletter (vol. 1, no. 2, p. 3), accessible at: 
http://www.bsu.edu/library/virtualpress/facultynewshttp://www.bsu.edu/library/virtualpress/facultynews 
 
Tony Edmonds was named George and Frances Ball Distinguished Professor of 
History in March 2005. He co-edited (with Bruce Geelhoed) The Eisenhower-
Macmillan Correspondence, 1957-1969   (Palgrave-Macmillan Press, 2005).  He made 
a presentation on "Becoming More Human through Honors Humanities" at the annual 
meeting of the National Collegiate Honors Council in St. Louis in November 2005.  He 
gave the keynote address at a meeting of Indiana Higher Education Human Resources 
Personnel at Ball State in April, 2005.  He also gave the featured address at the weekly 
meeting of the Muncie Kiwanis Club honoring outstanding high school students in May, 
2005.  He was one of ten Ball State faculty nominated for a University Teaching 
Professorship in March 2005.  Projects scheduled for 2006 include a biography of 
Muhammad Ali (Greenwood Press), The Fifties Chronicle (Legacy Press), for which he 
contributed more that 300 photo captions, an essay on Joe Louis to be published in a 
collection on African-American sports figures (University of Arkansas Press), and two 
professional papers to be presented at national conferences.  He has received a special 
assigned leave for fall 2006.  He will do research in the United Kingdom on the impact of 
the Vietnam War on British society, culture, and politics.  While in the UK, he will also 
be a Visiting Scholar at Harris Manchester College of Oxford University. In addition, he 



has been invited to conduct a seminar at the Centre for Cold War Studies at the London 
School of Economics.   
 
Nicole Etcheson was named as the Alexander M. Bracken Professor in the fall of 
2005. She is the author most recently of Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the 
Civil War Era (2004), a selection of the History Book Club. In 2005, she published “The 
Origins of the Civil War,” in History Compass, an on-line journal. Two of her articles, 
“The Great Principle of Self-Government: Popular Sovereignty and Bleeding Kansas,” 
and "'Labouring for the Freedom of This Territory': Free-State Kansas Women in the 
1850s," were reprinted in Territorial Kansas Reader, ed. by Virgil Dean (Topeka, 
2005).  She served as a consultant for the Missouri State Archives’ upcoming Civil War 
exhibit and for an online teacher professional development course offered by the Tri-
State History Consortium. She made two presentations to the Massachusetts School of 
Law’s “North in the Civil War” program, presented her research on “John Brown, 
American Terrorist” to the Ball State University History Club and Richmond (Indiana) 
Blue and Gray Society. She continues work on a book project tentatively titled “The 
Union Homefront: Putnam County, Indiana in the Civil War Era.” 
 
Bruce Geelhoed completed his second year as chair of the History Department, in 
addition to teaching courses in the Honors College.  He presented at the Mid-American 
Conference on History (September, 2005), and was scheduled to present at the 
conference on "The United States and Great Britain:  The Legacy of Churchill's Atlantic 
Alliance" at the Howard Baker Center for Public Policy at the University of Tennessee 
(March, 2006), and at the annual meeting of the Society for Historians of American 
Foreign Relations (June, 2006).  An article is also forthcoming: "Rainbow Soldier:  
Vernon Kniptash and World War I," in Traces of Indiana and Midwestern History 
(Spring, 2006). 
  
John M. Glen continues to work on his book-length studies of the War on Poverty in 
Appalachia and the History of Indiana since 1945. He published reviews of Richard A. 
Straw and H. Tyler Blethen, eds., High Mountains Rising: Appalachia in Time and 
Place (2004), Journal of Southern History 71 (August 2005): 716-17, and Dale Jacobs, 
ed., The Myles Horton Reader: Education for Social Change (2003), History of 
Education Quarterly 45 (Winter 2005): 684-86.  He also was a roundtable discussant on 
“The War on Poverty in Kentucky,” co-sponsored by the Center for Kentucky History 
and Politics and the Center for Appalachian Studies, Eastern Kentucky University, April 
2005, and continued to serve as a consultant to The Martin Luther King, Jr., Papers 
Project, a member of the Executive Committee of the Indiana Association of Historians, 
general editor of the Indiana Archives series for the Indiana Magazine of History, Exam 
Leader for the Advanced Placement U.S. History Examination, and a member of the Task 
Force on Teacher Education Reform within the College of Sciences and Humanities at 
Ball State University.  His article, “Myles Horton and the Highlander Idea: A Different 
Kind of Education,” will appear in Tennessee: State of the Nation, 5th ed. (Belmont, 
CA: Thomson, 2006). 
 



Ken Hall published an article, “Traditions of Knowledge in Old Javanese Literature, 
1000-1500,” in Journal of Southeast Asian Studies (February 2005); published a book 
review of Stuart Robson, The Kraton, Selected Essays on Javanese Courts, in the 
Journal of Asian Studies (February 2005); presented a conference paper at the 
Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting in Chicago, “Multi-Dimensional 
Networking:  Fifteenth-Century Indian Ocean Maritime Diaspora in Southeast Asian 
Perspective” (March 2005); and was the recipient of a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Research and NEH Summer Institute Grant to co-direct a NEH College 
Faculty Institute on “Culture and Communication in the Pre-Modern Islamic World” at 
the University of Chicago, June-August 2005.  His contracted edit and update of the 
widely-used textbook Rhoads Murphey, A History of Asia, 5th edition, was published by 
Longman in August 2005.  He was named associate editor for Southeast Asia of the 
Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient; was named to a five-year 
appointment as a United States Department of State Senior Specialist on Southeast Asia; 
and served as Chair of the Ball State University College of Sciences and Humanities 
Promotion and Tenure Committee.  
 
Carolyn Malone presented a paper entitled "Sweated Women Workers on Display:  
The 1906 Sweated Industries Exhibition in London" at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
in London in March of 2005.  This paper was based on a chapter from her second book in 
progess entitled Consumerism and Its Discontents:  The Contest Over Consumer Culture 
in Britain, 1851-1951.   She was one of ten people selected to participate in 
this international symposium on New Research into the History of National and 
International Exhibitions, Festivals, and World's Fairs.  Her review of Marjorie Levine-
Clark's book, Beyond the Reproductive Body:  The Politics of Women's Health and 
Work in Early Victorian England, was published in the American Historical Review in 
February of 2005.  She was also a finalist for Ball State University's 2005 Excellence in 
Teaching Award. 
 
Nina Mjagkij continues to serve as co-editor of Rowman & Littlefield’s African 
American History series. She also serves on the editorial board of the Journal of the 
Gilded Age and Progressive Era.  Her “Young Men’s Christian Association” will be 
published in Steven A. Reich (ed.),  The Encyclopedia of the Great Migration 
(Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing, 2006). She presented “Teaching American 
History Through Film” at the meeting of the International Association of Media 
Historians, Cincinnati, Ohio, July 22, 2005. 
 
Ronald V. Morris is Principal Investigator in the Ohio River Teaching American 
History Project, a three-year $500,000 U.S. Department of Education grant. This is only 
the third such grant to be awarded to benefit education in Indiana. See an abstract for this 
project at http://www.ed.gov/programs/teachinghistory/2003tahabstracts/in.htmlhttp://www.ed.gov/programs/teachinghistory/2003tahabstracts/in.html. The 
teacher/participants from both sides of the Ohio River from Louisville to Cincinnati will 
learn American History content to enrich their teaching and improve instructional 
practices.  The teacher/participants from both sides of the Ohio River from Louisville to 
Cincinnati will learn American History content to enrich their teaching and improve 
instructional practices.  His students won a Certificate of Commendation from the 



American Association of State and Local History for the work they did on the Virginia 
Ball Center project Traces and Trails: Intersections of Wayne County. His students 
worked to develop museum education materials for the Cambridge City 
Library/Overbeck Museum, Conner Prairie, Historic Landmarks Foundation of 
Indiana/Huddleston House, Levi Coffin House/Indiana Museums and Memorials 
Division of the Indiana State Museum, Tippecanoe County Historical Association, and 
Wabash and Erie Canal Park. He wrote “The Clio Club: An Extracurricular Model for 
Elementary Social Studies Enrichment” in Gifted Child Today;  with Jean McNeely he 
coauthored “Celebrating the Bicentennial of Lewis and Clark” in The Social Studies.   
 

Kevin Smith continued to participate in the ongoing “Bridging the American 
Experiment” project.  This joint venture between the Indiana Academy for Science, 
Mathematics, and Humanities and the Ball State History Department began in 2003. It 
was the first U.S. Department of Education “Teaching American History” grant awarded 
in Indiana. (http://www.ed.gov/programs/teachinghistory/2003tahabstracts/in.htmlhttp://www.ed.gov/programs/teachinghistory/2003tahabstracts/in.html) The 
“Bridging the American Experiment” project seeks to bring together rural high school 
history teachers with professional historians from the Indiana Academy and the BSU 
History Department to provide additional training that will “ensure that teachers develop 
the knowledge and skills necessary to teach traditional American history in an exciting 
and engaging way” via case studies in Indiana history as American history. During 2005, 
he prepared three 2½ hour distance education broadcasts for delivery in late 2005 and 
early 2006: “Hoosier Statesmen and the Shift from “Isolationism” to “Multilateralism” 
Before and During World War 2,” which referenced the impact of Hoosiers Rep. Louis 
Ludlow, Amb. Claude Bowers, Secretary of Agriculture Claude Wickard, presidential 
candidate Wendell Willkie, and Benjamin Cohen;  “The Historiography and 
Development of the Early Cold War from Kennan’s Containment to Korea,” mentioning 
the role of Hoosiers Walter Bedell Smith (CIA Director) and Senator William Jenner in 
America’s transition to a new global role; and “Redefining and Implementing 
Containment in the Second Cold War, 1953-1980,” mentioning opposition to Vietnam 
and support for the Panama Canal Treaty from such Hoosiers as Senator Birch Bayh and 
Vance Hartke and Rep. Andy Jacobs, Jr.  He will also be a participant in the Ohio River 
TAH Grant led by Professor Ron Morris, presenting on “Diplomatic History and the 
Shadow of War across the Atlantic and the Pacific.” This integration of his teaching 
duties in the history of U.S. foreign relations and service outreach to teachers dovetails 
with his research interests. He has begun research on his second book, “Hoosier 
Statesmen,” which will explore the role prominent residents of Indiana have played in 
shaping U.S. foreign relations. He continues as Assistant Chair of the Department of 
History, in which capacity he has prepared a departmental self-study, coordinated the 
development of an assessment plan for our programs, and helped develop a new 
departmental salary document that will take effect in 2006. He serves on the departmental 
assessment committee for the Historical Perspectives area of the Social Studies Teaching 
Major, and on the University Strategic Planning Task Force. 

Scott Stephan presented a paper entitled, “Witnessing Death and Defining 
Evangelicalism in the Antebellum South,” at the Twenty-seventh Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Historians of the Early American Republic (SHEAR) in Philadelphia. His 



review of Religion in the American South (University of North Carolina Press, 2004), 
edited by Beth Barton Schweiger and Donald G. Mathews, appeared in the December 
2005 issue of the Journal of American History, and his review of Walking by Faith: 
The Diary of Angelina Grimke, 1828-1835 (University of South Carolina Press, 2003), 
edited by Charles Wilbanks, appeared in the summer 2005 issue of the Georgia 
Historical Quarterly.  
 
Frederick Suppe organized two sessions of papers at the annual International 
Congress of Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo, Michigan on behalf of the Celtic Studies 
Association of North America and presided over one of them.  He also organized and 
chaired a session of papers on “The Welsh in the World” for the annual conference of the 
Charles Homer Haskins Society which convened at Georgetown University in November.  
The Haskins Society reelected him for another term as its treasurer.  During March he 
and the History Department hosted a doctoral student from the University of Washington, 
Liz Johnson, who used his copy of the computerized Dyffryn Clwyd Court Roll Database 
for her research on violence in medieval Wales.  During the summer he began service as 
a member of a doctoral committee for a Harvard University doctoral candidate in Celtic 
Studies, Laura Radiker.  In March his departmental colleagues elected him as their 
senator in the new University Senate.  Despite all this he continued work on his book on a 
cultural history of the Celtic Peoples and on a commissioned piece on “warfare in 
medieval Ireland and Wales” for the Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages. 
 
Kenneth Swope published “Crouching Tigers, Secret Weapons: Military Technology 
Employed During the Sino-Japanese-Korean War, 1592-1598,” in The Journal of 
Military History 69.1 (Jan. 2005), pp. 11-43. He chaired a panel entitled “Iron Ships and 
Stone Walls in Pre-Modern Japan and England: The Military Revolution Across the 
Globe,” at the Tenth Annual Barnes Club Graduate Student History Conference held at 
Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, February 2005. He organized and chaired a 
roundtable entitled "A Reign of Great Significance: Recasting Wanli and his Era From an 
Interdisciplinary Perspective" at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian 
Studies, Chicago, IL, March 2005. He presented a paper entitled “Yi Said, Li Said: 
Contrasting Views of the End of the First Greater East Asian War,” for the Annual 
Meeting of the Chinese Military History Society held at the University of Calgary, 
Calgary, Canada, May 2005. He delivered a presentation entitled “Hideyoshi’s Hubris & 
Wanli’s Wrath: Ming China and the First Greater East Asian War” at Sungkyunkwan 
University, Seoul, South Korea, August 2005. He presented a paper entitled “When 
Victory Blows Up in Your Face: The Battle of Sachon and the Mountain of Ears,” at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Association for Chinese Studies at Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, TN, October 2005. He delivered a presentation entitled 
“Contemporary Seoul & Taibei: Highlighting the Past and Looking Towards the Future” 
for a Roundtable Discussion on Urbanization in Contemporary Asia for Focus on Asia 
Month at Ball State University, Muncie, IN, November 2005.  His article "A Few Good 
Men: The Li Family and China's Northern Frontier in the Late Ming," which had been 
published in Ming Studies 49 (2004), pp. 34-81, was reprinted in Warfare in China 
Since 1600, a book which he edited and wrote the introduction for the series The 
International Library of Essays in Military History (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2005). 



Dr. Swope reviewed War in World History: Society, Technology and War From 
Ancient Times to the Present, Part IV: The Dawn of Global Warfare, 1500-1750 by 
Stephen Morillo, et al., in Chinese Military History Society Newsletter 8 (May 2005). In 
progress are “War and Remembrance: Yang Hao and the Siege of Ulsan of 1598,” 
forthcoming in Journal of Asian History (2006), "A Legacy of Overflowing Martial 
Brilliance," forthcoming in Long Live the Emperor: The Uses of the Ming Founder 
Across Six Centuries of East Asian History edited by Sarah Schneewind (Minneapolis: 
Society for Ming Studies, 2006), and a paper presentation entitled “Father Knows Best? 
Emperor Wanli and the Ming Intervention,” as part of the panel “The Korean War of 
1592-98 and Styles of Governance in Premodern East Asia” at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Asian Studies to be held in San Francisco, CA, April 2006. 
 
Christopher Thompson completed his book, The Tour de France:  A Cultural 
History, which will be published by the University of California Press in June 2006.  He 
has just begun to work on his next research project a book-length study of heroism in 
modern France, and plans to do archival research in Paris this summer.  Professor 
Thompson continues to direct the History M.A. Program.   
 
David J. Ulbrich is in his second year as a contract faculty member in the History 
Department.  He is nearing completion of his dissertation titled “Managing Marine 
Mobilization: Thomas Holcomb and the U.S. Marine Corps, 1936-1943” through Temple 
University.  Ulbrich received the 2004-2005 John F. Votaw Research Fellowship from 
the Center for the Study of Force and Diplomacy at Temple University.  He published 
entries on “Total War” and “Women” in History in Dispute: Twentieth Century 
European Social and Political Movements (St. James Press, 2004) and on “Thomas 
Holcomb,” “Thomas Charles Hart,” and “Operation Watchtower” in Encyclopedia of 
American Military History (Facts on File, 2004).  Ulbrich participated in a Public Mock 
Interview and commented on two panels titled “Assessing the Instruments of Intimidation 
and War” and “Racism and Violence Across the Nation: Philadelphia and St. Louis in the 
20th Century,” all at Temple University’s 2005 Barnes Club Conference.  He commented 
on a panel titled “Two Wars, Two Historiographies: 1812 and 1917” at Ball State’s 
Student History Conference.  Ulbrich continues to serve on the outstanding article prize 
selection committee for the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation.  He also served as a grant 
referee for the Teaching American History grant program and Presidential Academy in 
American History and Civics Foundations grant program, both funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
 
Gregory Witkowski, our new European historian specializing in post-1945 East 
Germany, started his career at Ball State attending a National Endowment of the 
Humanities Summer Institute, “German and European Studies in the US: Changing 
World, Shifting Narrative.”  He was chosen for this four week institute on the basis of a 
competitive application process.  It included a $3,000 stipend for participation.  While at 
the institute, he researched at the DEFA Film Archive, located at the host of the institute, 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  DEFA was the East German film company.  
He watched many East German newsreels, about five documentaries, and approximately 
20 films.  These works were important for both his first project, which he is currently 



revising for publication, as well as his second project for which he applied for grants 
from the Fulbright Commission and the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. As of the 
date of this publication, he is a finalist for a Fulbright Grant for 2006-07. He also received 
a summer salary grant from Ball State University.  This grant, which includes both travel 
money and salary, will help him to complete the research on his first project on postwar East 
Germany, which he plans to publish by 2008.  

In September, he received an $1176 travel grant from the German Historical 
Institute to attend a three day workshop on philanthropy. In October, he contributed to the 
program of the German Studies Association’s Annual Meeting twice. He presented on a 
roundtable entitled, “Towards a Transnational and Interdisciplinary German Studies: 
Roundtable on Methodological Challenges” and also presented original research on my 
second project in a paper entitled “Our Tables are Bountiful: East German Charity, 
International Solidarity, and National Identity.” Since February 2005, he has been serving 
on a task force of the German Studies Association examining the role of graduate students 
and young or recent recipients of the Ph.D. in the association, discussing ideas for getting 
their increased participation. In March 2006, he will present on a panel as part of Ball 
State’s European Studies Program on the German Election in 2005. He has also served on 
the Graduate Research Committee, a Subcommittee of the University Research Committee. 
 
Sergei Zhuk was awarded a Faculty Research Grant for his book's project “‘Everyday 
Brezhnevism’: Cultural Consumption, Ideology and Everyday Life in Soviet Ukraine, 
1964-1984,” and spent a very productive summer in Moscow libraries and Ukrainian 
archives. Dr. Zhuk's research project deals with problems of building national identity 
through cultural consumption in the Ukrainian city of Dnipropetrovs'k, which was closed 
by KGB for foreign visitors in 1959 because this city became a location for one of the 
biggest missile factory in the USSR during late socialism. The project focuses on how 
issues of language, national history, popular culture, religion, and ruling ideologies 
interacted in a process of cultural consumption and contributed to various forms of 
cultural identification, which eventually became elements of Ukrainian national identity. 
Using documents from the State Archive of the Security Service (former KGB) of 
Ukraine, the Central State Archive of Non-Government Organizations of Ukraine in Kyiv 
and the State Archive of Dnipropetrovs’k Region in Dnipropetrovs’k, and personal 
interviews as its historical sources, this project explains why Dnipropetrovs’k became a 
starting point for a political career of many Soviet and post-Soviet politicians (e.g. 
Leonid Brezhnev, Leonid Kuchma and Yulia Timoshenko), including the first “Ukrainian 
nationalists of late socialism” (such as Ivan Sokul’sky). Dr. Zhuk presented a paper at the 
International Conference on History of Russian Revolution of 1905 in Dnipropetrovs'k, 
Ukraine, and a paper on "educational practices" of Ukrainian evangelicals in late imperial 
Russia at Baylor University. He was a moderator at the panel on history of Russian Old 
Belief for the American Association for Advanced Slavic Studies' Convention in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. He published an article (in Russian) “’The Singing Quakers’, the 
Rogerenes, or the Radical Reformation in British America,” The Annual Studies of 
America. 2003 (Moscow, 2005), 31-51, and two short essays  “Commercial Schools in 
Late Imperial Russia” and “Committees for the Advancement of Literacy, 1845-1917,” in 
Bruce Adams, ed., Supplement to the Modern Encyclopedia of Russian, Soviet & 
Eurasian History, Academic International Press, 2005), Vol. 6, 182-183, 196-197. His 



paper "Unmaking the “Sacralized Landscape” of Orthodox Russia: Religious Pluralism, 
Identity Crisis and Religious Politics on the Ukrainian Borderlands of Late Russian 
Empire" was presented at an International Conference at Brown University "Place, Space 
and Power in History of Russia;" publication of a collection of essays is planned. 
 
Phyllis Zimmerman was awarded a sabbatical leave for fall 2005 to continue work 
on her biography of Evans F. Carlson, leader of the World War II-era Marine Raiders. 
Her review of Bruce Meyers’ Swift, Silent and Deadly: Marine Amphibious 
Reconnaissance in the Pacific, 1942-1945 appeared in the Journal of Military History, 
July 2005 issue.  
 
 

  
Dr. Zimmerman will celebrate 40 years of teaching at Ball State University in spring 

2006 
 


