Rawlings Outstanding 
Distance Education Teaching Award
DUE: January 21, 2026

Purpose

To recognize Ball State University faculty for outstanding contributions to teach off-campus distance education course(s). 

Eligible Recipients

Tenured, tenure-track, and full-time contract faculty members who have taught an off-campus distance education course during the summer, fall, or spring of the academic year for which the award is granted. Nominations should be made by department chairs and be submitted to their college dean. The college dean should then forward the nomination to Ms. Jennifer Grinstead in the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs for consideration by the selection committee. Each college is limited to one nomination.

Award Winner Selection

A selection committee will choose the award winner. Nominations to the selection committee will be made in the spring semester of each year. The selection committee will review nominations from college deans. Awards will be granted for a previous academic year at the beginning of the fall semester of each year.

A nomination must be accompanied by an award application. The application should include the following:

· Faculty member’s name and department
· Name of the course(s) taught (during the year in which the award is given)
· Semesters when course(s) were taught
· Off-campus enrollment in each course 
· The nature of the outstanding contributions made by the nominee (limit of two double-spaced typed pages)
· Additional reasons why the faculty member should receive the award (limit of one double-spaced typed page)
· Electronic links to course materials (when applicable)
· Two (2) additional letters of support

Award

The winner of the award will receive a $1000 stipend and recognition plaque that will be presented each year at the fall faculty meeting held in August. If a faculty member receives an award for an academic year, they are not eligible for the award for the next three academic years. 


2025-2026 Award Application for the Rawlings Outstanding 
Distance Education Teaching Award


Faculty member’s name __________________________________________________

Faculty member’s department _____________________________________________

Course(s) taught ________________________________________________________

Semester(s) when courses(s) were taught _____________________________________

Enrollment in the course(s) ________________________________________________

What is the nature of the outstanding contributions made by the nominee? 
(Limit of two double-spaced typed pages)


What are additional reasons why the faculty member should receive the award? 
(Limit of one double-spaced typed pages)


Location of electronic links to course and/or supplemental materials

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



Nominations should be forwarded electronically to Ms. Jennifer Grinstead, in the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs at jdgrinstead@bsu.edu. The deadline for receipt of nominations is January 21, 2026 by 5:00 pm.  
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