Departmental Honors In
Sociology

Eligibility Requirements:
· Major in Sociology
· Senior standing
· Earned credit in at least four Sociology courses
· Cumulative GPA in the major must be at least 3.5
Senior Thesis Requirement:
Each student seeking departmental honors will need to complete a senior thesis on a topic approved by the Department of Sociology and the Honors College.
Thesis Process and Guidelines
First Semester Senior Year- Phase 1
1. Prior to, or during, the first semester of the senior year, the student will arrange for a faculty member in the Department of Sociology to supervise the thesis. The Chairperson or Undergraduate Director may assist in this process.
2. The student will obtain the appropriate paperwork from the Honors College, Carmichael 104.
3. The student will work closely with the faculty supervisor to develop a suitable research proposal.
4. At the end of the first semester, the student is expected to have completed a suitable research proposal for the thesis. The faculty supervisor will determine whether the thesis proposal is acceptable and if the student is ready to progress to the second stage of the thesis project.
5. If the thesis proposal is approved by the faculty supervisor, the student will complete and submit required paperwork to the Honors College. The student will need to keep one copy of the thesis proposal and paperwork for his/her own records and provide one copy to the department.
Second Semester Senior Year- Phase 2
6. The student will register for and take Honors 499 “Senior Honors Project” during the second semester of the senior year. These credits will not count toward meeting major requirements but will count as elective credits. In order to register, this course requires permission from the Department of Sociology and the Honors College. The faculty supervisor will arrange for the administrative coordinator in the Department of Sociology to contact the Honors College and request that the student be permissioned into the course.
7. Determination of the requirements for each senior thesis is the decision of the faculty supervisor. The Department of Sociology expects that academic work constituting a senior thesis will involve scholarly work above and beyond the requirements of a typical course. This project may involve library research, data collection, data analysis, policy or program recommendations or other applied analysis, and/or theoretical exploration and will be an academically rigorous project.
8. This thesis paper must be completed by the end of the 13th week of classes during the student’s final semester. The faculty supervisor and the Chairperson of the Department of Sociology must approve the final thesis paper.
9. Students may contact the Undergraduate Director for details about opportunities for presenting his/her thesis at conferences both on and off campus.Students who complete the Senior Thesis shall be awarded the designation “Departmental Honors in Sociology” on their official university transcript. The achievement will also be noted in the commencement program and in departmental records.

If you have any further questions, please contact the department’s Undergraduate Director, Dr. Richard Petts (rjpetts@bsu.edu, 765-285-5142, NQ 213).
