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The Ball State University Office of Charter Schools (OCS) enters its tenth year of authorizing, and it is clear that the vision of creating 
a new sector of high-quality public schools has become a reality.  Nationally, public charter schools continue to grow at a rapid pace. 
Currently 5,453 charter schools are in operation nationwide, serving more than 1.7 million students in 40 states and the District of 
Columbia.  The number of students in public charter schools is now 3.4% of all K-12 students enrolled in public schools across the 
nation.  There are 365,000 students on waiting lists nationally.  With the charter schools’ growing enrollment and children still on long 
waiting lists, it is also quite clear that demand for educational options remains high.  Ball State University (BSU) is committed to ensuring 
that all children have equal opportunities to receive a high-quality education.  Indiana parents deserve high-quality public school options 
so they can select a school that best fits their children’s needs.  

OCS promotes the establishment of quality charter schools through responsible authorization of charter schools in the state of Indiana.  
For the 2010-2011 school year, BSU provided oversight for 35 operating charter schools serving 13,598 students, comprising 1% of all 
Indiana public school students.  BSU authorized charter schools account for 1.8% of all schools in the state of Indiana and 2.8% of all 
public schools.  For 2011-2012, the number of BSU authorized schools will total 37, an increase of 2 with an additional 1,860 students 
enrolled.

Since the passage of the Indiana charter law in 2001, BSU has been committed to ongoing growth and development of high-quality 
charter schools and has established rigorous standards to ensure that the authorized schools are held accountable in providing excellent 
educational experiences for the students they serve.  In an effort to support a national model for accountability, BSU partnered with the 
National Association of Charter Schools Authorizers (NACSA) to develop a more comprehensive monitoring system with specific focus in 
the areas of academics, finances, and organizational performance.  Adoption of national standards helps to ensure a major restructuring 
of the charter authorizing leadership and process.  This new direction also helps the OCS to make meaningful and lasting changes to 
the way in which it informs the schools it authorizes of expectations; provides targeted resources for improvement of performance; 
cumulatively and cohesively evaluates academic and educational performance; and makes difficult, but necessary, closure decisions.     

As parents and communities continually increase their demand for high-quality educational options, Ball State University remains 
committed to meeting public charter school needs, as do the many dedicated charter school administrators, teachers, staff, and 
volunteers who serve on school boards, assist in the classrooms, and otherwise advance these public schools on behalf of their 
students.  BSU values the principle that every child should have the right to choose a high-quality school.  Further, the new executive 
director, Dr. Robert Marra, and his staff have undertaken initiatives to ensure BSU authorized charter schools are of a high quality.  As 
a leader in innovation in education with a strong background and tradition in excellent teaching and learning, BSU is well positioned to 
help make certain that charter schools provide high-quality educational experiences for the students they serve. 

Sincerely,

John E. Jacobson, Ed.D.
Dean, Teachers College

Letter from the Dean
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Purpose of the Accountability Report of  BSU Charter Schools

Each year, the Ball State University Office of Charter Schools (OCS) publishes an accountability report indicating the 
performance of its sponsored charter schools. This is the eighth annual accountability report. 

The purpose of this report is to provide a snapshot of the performance of each charter school sponsored by Ball State 
that was open during 2010-2011, as well as a general summary of the success of the Ball State charter program. The 
accountability report provides information about each school’s educational philosophy and approach; demographics 
of the school’s student population; 2010-2011 student achievement data in the form of ISTEP+ and the Northwest 
Evaluation Association (NWEA) Measure of Academic Progress results; and the results of the constituent survey, which 
is administered annually to parents of enrolled students, school staff, and board members. 

Individual school responses. OCS requested that each school provide background information about its mission and 
the unique characteristics of the students it serves, along with comments on its performance, the challenges it faced, 
and the strategies the school is using to increase student achievement. OCS recognizes that each school is a work in 
progress. This accountability report provides an opportunity for each school to tell its story of successes and challenges 
and the efforts it is making to aid the students who have enrolled. The overall success of the charter schools program is 
based primarily on the success of each charter school, and the University expects each school to pursue strategies that 
increase the probability of both student and school success.

Limitations. This report is of the performance of each school for the academic year 2010-2011 and goes back five 
years in operation, where applicable.  A limitation in the ability of this report to fully depict school performance is in 
the reporting of data from the state assessment program, the ISTEP+. The Indiana Department of Education reports 
test results only at the school level by grade. Because individual student performance has not been made available to 
OCS, the office is presently unable to track individual student progress. Anecdotal reports indicate that many students 
are making gains in performance on the ISTEP+ over time. Without individual student performance on the ISTEP+, 
specific gains of those individual students from year-to-year cannot be tracked.  Using Indiana’s new growth model data 
does provide some insight into the progress of students within BSU-sponsored charter schools.  Growth model data 
for Spring 2010 reports seventy-nine percent of BSU- sponsored schools showing typical or high growth in English/
language arts and sixty-three percent showing typical or high growth in math. Focusing on school passing rates alone 
does not allow reporting to take into account such factors as the movement of individual students into and out of 
schools. Such movement is significant for some of the Ball State-sponsored schools, thereby masking performance 
gains of students who remain at a school for a number of years. For accuracy, the performance of a school should be 
based on the impact of its educational program on the same students over a reasonable period of time. 

The NWEA Measures of Academic Progress has been used not only as an accountability tool, but also as a means for 
identifying individual students’ areas of needed improvement. The percentages of students achieving their NWEA target 
growth rate are included here to provide another indicator of student performance, but this should not be considered a 
complete evaluation of the school’s success in achieving growth among students. 

In 2010-2011, schools conducted a constituent survey online or in paper form (see Appendix A). This report, which 
is highlighted in each school profile of the accountability report, focuses on the areas of parent satisfaction and the 
academic program. This summary table shows the overall results for Ball State-sponsored charter schools.
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NORTHERN REGION
1.	 Campagna Academy  2002
2.	 Veritas Academy  2002
3.	 Timothy L. Johnson Academy  2002
4.	 Charter School of the Dunes  2003
5.	 Thea Bowman Leadership Academy  2003
6.	 21st Century School at Gary  2005
7.	 East Chicago Urban Enterprise Academy  2005
8.	 Gary Lighthouse Charter School  2005
9.	 East Chicago Lighthouse Charter School  2006
10.	 Lead College Preparatory Academy  2006
11.	 West Gary Lighthouse Charter School  2006
12.	 Renaissance Academy  2007
13.	 Imagine MASTer Academy  2007
14.	 Aspire Charter Academy  2008
15.	 Imagine Schools on Broadway  2008
16.	 Xavier School of Excellence  2009
17.	 Discovery Charter School  2010
18.	 Hammond Academy for Science  

and Technology  2010
19.	 South Bend Career Academy  2011
20.	 Gary Middle College  2012
21.	 Neighbor’s New Vista  2012

     

CENTRAL REGION
22.	 New Community School  2002
23.	 Options - Carmel  2004
24.	 Galileo Charter School  2005
25.	 Geist Montessori Academy  2006
26.	 Options - Noblesville  2006
27.	 Indiana Math and Science Academy  2007
28.	 Anderson Preparatory Academy  2008
29.	 Dr. Robert H. Faulkner Academy  2008
30.	 Hoosier Academy - Indianapolis  2008
31.	 Hoosier Academy - Muncie  2008
32.	 Imagine IN Life Sciences - Indianapolis East  2008
33.	 Imagine IN Life Sciences - Indianapolis West  2009
34.	 Delaware Academy  2012

SOUTHERN REGION
35.	 Canaan Community Academy  2012
36.	 Community Montessori  2002
37.	 Rural Community Academy  2004
38.	 Bloomington Project School  2009
39.	 International School of Columbus  2009
40.	 Rock Creek Community Academy  2010
41.	 Indiana Connections Academy  2012
	 (virtual school)

       Ball State University
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OVERVIEW of  BSU Charter Schools

2010-2011 Student Enrollment Data

School Name Enrollment Number of 
Students Expelled

Number of In-School 
Suspensions

Number of 
Out-of-School 
Suspensions

21st Century Charter School of Gary 376 1 8 132

Anderson Preparatory Academy 417 1 66 257

Aspire Charter Academy 600 0 68 407

Bloomington Project School 229 0 0 24

Campagna Academy 171 2 5 167

Charter School of the Dunes 385 0 158 339

International School of Columbus 139 2 3 4

Community Montessori 499 0 4 50

Discovery Charter School 309 0 14 15

East Chicago Lighthouse Charter School 414 1 175 279

East Chicago Urban Enterprise Academy 434 0 123 99

Dr. Robert Faulkner Academy 163 0 0 0

Galileo Charter School 241 0 153 35

Gary Lighthouse Charter School 645 0 40 75

Geist Montessori Academy 195 0 1 6

Hammond Academy 304 3 3 20

Hoosier Academy - Indianapolis 529 0 0 0

Hoosier Academy - Muncie 112 0 0 0

Imagine Schools on Broadway 806 2 0 273

Imagine Indiana Life Science Academy East 542 5 89 544

Imagine Indiana Life Science Academy West 813 1 13 220

Imagine MASTer Academy 426 14 0 200

Indiana Math and Science Academy 509 1 0 240

Lead College Preparatory 380 0 0 92

New Community School 204 0 25 24

Options Charter School - Carmel 156 2 22 21

Options Charter School - Noblesville 159 0 17 18

Renaissance Academy Charter School 192 0 0 15

Rock Creek Academy 386 2 6 7

Rural Community Academy 138 0 0 4

Thea Bowman Leadership Academy   1488 0 0 706

Timothy L. Johnson Academy 277 0 3 19

Veritas Academy 152 0 14 23

West Gary Lighthouse Charter School 584 4 857 596

Xavier School of Excellence 329 0 0 71
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OVERVIEW of  BSU Charter Schools
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2010-2011 Constituent Survey Results

School Overall Quality of 
Education Rated 

Very Good or 
Excellent

Overall Quality of 
Education Rated 

Good, Very 
Good, or 
Excellent

Parents Would 
recommend the 

school to friends 
and colleagues

All Ball State University Charter Schools 80.2% 96.0% 96.3%
21st Century Charter School of Gary ** ** **
Anderson Preparatory Academy 90.0% 98.6% 97.2%
Aspire Charter Academy 81.5% 94.9% 96.1%
Bloomington Project School 85.2% 100% 100%
Campagna Academy 51.2% 75.6% 88.4%
Charter School of the Dunes 71.8% 89.6% 87.2%
International School of Columbus ** ** **
Community Montessori 81.5% 97.2% 99.2%
Discovery Charter School 86.7% 100% 98.7%
Dr. Robert Faulkner Academy 100% 100% 100%
East Chicago Lighthouse Charter School 87.7% 98.7% 98.0%
East Chicago Urban Enterprise Academy 92.3% 100% 100%
Galileo Charter School ** ** **
Gary Lighthouse Charter School 65.1% 93.4% 95.2%
Geist Montessori Academy 78.1% 93.8% 91.9%
Hammond Academy 80.4% 96.4% 96.4%
Hoosier Academy Indianapolis 89.6% 99.1% 94.5%
Hoosier Academy Muncie ** ** **
Imagine Schools on Broadway 80.3% 97.8% 97.4%
Imagine Indiana Life Science Academy 
East 79.1% 94.8% 94.7%

Imagine Indiana Life Science Academy 
West 93.5% 100% 100%

Imagine MASTer Academy 82.5% 96.3% 96.9%
Indiana Math and Science Academy ** ** **
KIPP Lead 76.9% 92.9% 95.6%
New Community School 76.2% 98.8% 96.5%
Options Charter School Carmel 76.8% 96.3% 97.6%
Options Charter School Noblesville 82.4% 100% 100%
Renaissance Academy Charter School 94.3% 99.3% 100%
Rock Creek Academy 76.6% 95.7% 95.7%
Rural Community Academy 90.4% 98.1% 98.1%
Thea Bowman Leadership Academy 67.4% 95.8% 97.8%
Timothy L. Johnson Academy ** ** **
Veritas Academy 23.8% 61.9% 61.9%
West Gary Lighthouse Charter School 83.5% 98.8% 97.6%
Xavier School of Excellence 78.8% 96.4% 99.3%
**School did not return constituent surveys for the 2010-11 school year.



BSU Office of Charter Schools              Accountability Report 2009-1010

GENERAL INFORMATION for  BSU Charter Schools

The federal No Child Left Behind Act requires schools to show 
annual improvements in academic achievement and attendance. 
Schools that receive Title I funds, those with high percentages 
of low-income students, face federally imposed consequences 
if they are not able to show the requisite improvements on the 
state’s assessment. 

The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) has determined 
AYP for all public schools, including charter schools. There 
are two methods through which the IDOE determines AYP 
designations for each school. The first method is based upon 
the overall percentage of students passing the English and 
mathematics portions of ISTEP+, participation rates, elementary 
and middle school attendance rates, and high school graduation 
rates. Any student subgroup of at least 30 students within the 
population, including race/ethnicity, free/reduced price lunch 
eligibility, limited English proficiency and special education, must 
also meet the performance, participation, and attendance or 
graduation targets in this first method of meeting AYP. Beginning 
in 2005-2006, an Indiana school could meet AYP if at least 
65.7 percent of each of the school’s eligible student subgroups 
passed the language arts portion of the test and if at least 
64.3 percent passed the mathematics portion of the test. The 
percentages increased for the 2009-2010 academic year to 72.6 

percent passing English/language arts and 71.5 percent passing 
math.  The percentage was also increased for the 2010-2011 
academic year to 79.5 percent pass English/language arts and 
78.7 percent passing math.  

The required passing rates used in the first method of 
determining AYP may be unrealistic for schools serving high 
numbers of low-achieving students. In these schools, students 
may be making progress but still not approaching the required 
passing rates. For these schools, a “Safe Harbor” was created. 
Using a second method of determining AYP, schools that do 
not meet the target percent for passing the state’s assessment 
(ISTEP+) will be considered to have achieved the progress 
necessary if they meet attendance rate targets and reduce the 
number of students not meeting performance targets by ten 
percent over the previous year. 

Adequate Yearly Progress does not account for the migration 
of students moving in and out of individual student cohorts, 
which is typical in charter schools. Nonetheless, especially for 
elementary and middle schools, AYP does begin to put some 
focus on improvement measures. It also helps draw attention to 
the performance of individual subgroups at those schools, rather 
than grade- or school-wide averages. 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
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The Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), a nonprofit 
organization, has partnered with school corporations 
and educational agencies across the nation to provide 
comprehensive assessment since 1977.  More than two million 
students in the United States participate in NWEA assessments 
each year, providing an ample body of reference data for 
achievement norms. With a variety of support services, resource 
materials, and in-depth training, NWEA is a leader in longitudinal 
research for student achievement and growth and school 
improvement.

In keeping with the NWEA mission to help all students learn, the 
organization uses assessment data to provide instructional tools 
for educators. Test results are made available for immediate use, 
with detailed reports and interpretation of student performance. 
Each Ball State-sponsored charter school has administered the 
Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) standardized test in the 
fall and the spring. Growth rates are determined by the change in 

scores from fall to spring. Target growth rates are individualized, 
based upon the average for comparison students in the norm 
group who received a similar score. The target rate for one 
student may not be the same as the target rate for another. 
The percentage of students meeting their target growth rate for 
each school includes only those students present for both the 
fall and spring testing. This is the second year in which NWEA 
assessments are part of the requirement for accountability 
reporting. This data provides another snapshot of student 
performance that is focused specifically on student growth. 

Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)

Table 1 � Public Law 221 Performance Categories
Passing Rate
on ISTEP+

Improvement
(Average Passing Percentage Improvement Over 3 Years)

Category
Placement:

Exemplary
Progress (A)

Commendable
Progress (B)

Academic
Progress (C)

Academic
Watch
(Priority) (D)

Academic
Probation
(High Priority) (F)

≥ 90% Exemplary School

≥ 80% ≥ 1% > 1%

≥ 70% ≥ 3% ≥ 2% ≥ 1% < 1%

≥ 60% ≥ 4% ≥ 3% ≥ 2% < 2% < 0%

≥ 50% ≥ 5% ≥ 4% ≥ 3% < 3% < 1%

< 50% ≥ 5% ≥ 4% ≥ 1% < 3%

                Source: Recreated from Indiana Department of Education

Thresholds for category placements changed as of 2009-2010 and category placements changed to reflect letter grades (A-F) as of 
2010-2011 (511 IAC 6.2-6-5). Category placements are based on three factors: 

1. Performance: percentage of all students who pass the state’s English and math ISTEP+ (also ISTAR or IMAST) tests (for grades 3-8) 
and English 10 and Algebra I ECAs (also ISTAR) (for the class of 2013). 

2. Improvement: improvement in the passing percentage of students passing ISTEP+ and ECAs (also ISTAR or IMAST) over a three-
year period 

3. Adequate Yearly Progress status: schools that do not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) under the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act for two consecutive years in the same subject 
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GENERAL INFORMATION for  BSU Charter Schools
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Comprehensive Review of Ball State University Charter Schools
Ball State-sponsored charter schools serve a wide variety of populations across the state of Indiana. Some of these schools 
serve students demographically similar to those in their communities and others serve students who differ from those in the local 
schools. In considering the performance of a school, the demographics of the students it serves must be taken into account.

2010-2011 Demographics

School

Percent of 
Students

Identified as
Ethnic Minority

Percent of 
Students 
Receiving

Free Lunch

Percent of 
Students 
Receiving

Reduced Lunch

Percent of 
Students 
Identified 

for Special 
Education 
Services

State of Indiana 26.9 39.0 7.8 14.7

21st Century Charter School of Gary 100.0 83.9 4.3 7.5

Anderson Preparatory Academy 44.3 47.6 15.7 19.8

Aspire Charter Academy 98.0 81.3 8.4 8.4

Campagna Academy 85.1 74.5 3.1 21.1

Charter School of the Dunes 97.5 72.8 3.6 11

Community Montessori 10.6 16.2 18.6 18.2

Discovery Charter School 4.9 16.2 6.8 10

Dr. Robert Faulkner Academy 57.2 52.2 13.8 15.1

East Chicago Lighthouse Charter School 97.0 84.9 7.5 5.8

East Chicago Urban Enterprise Academy 99.3 70.4 6.5 5.3

Galileo Charter School 65.8 89.2 4.6 11.3

Gary Lighthouse Charter School 99.7 75.4 8.0 5.1

Geist Montessori Academy 20.7 1.1 0.0 11.4

Hammond Academy of Arts and Technology 70.8 38.4 5.9 4.9

Hoosier Academy - Indianapolis 21.0 18.9 8.6 13.6

Hoosier Academy - Muncie 19.4 2.8 0.0 21.3

Imagine Schools on Broadway 70.5 85.7 7.8 7.8

Imagine Indiana Life Science Academy East 96.8 86.3 5.9 8.5

Imagine Indiana Life Science Academy West 95.0 83.4 5.9 7.7

Imagine MASTer Academy 40.2 61.5 10.7 9.6

Indiana Math and Science Academy 87.3 67.3 10.2 8.2

Lead Preparatory Academy 100.0 60.6 7.7 9.3

New Community School 25.1 36.2 7.2 22.2

Options Charter School - Carmel 20.1 19.5 7.5 34.6

Options Charter School - Noblesville 10.1 25.3 3.2 30.4

Renaissance Academy Charter School 29.9 17.4 2.2 9.2

Rock Creek Academy 16.4 15.9 5.8 14.5

Rural Community Academy 4.4 51.8 4.4 27.7

The Bloomington Project School 22.5 24.7 5.6 22.9

The International School of Columbus 13.9 3.6 2.2 0

Thea Bowman Leadership 99.8 42.1 6.2 6.3

Timothy L. Johnson 98.6 95.7 2.2 17.6

Veritas Academy 58.9 53.0 10.6 19.2

West Gary Lighthouse 98.8 78.0 4.5 9.4

Xavier School of Excellence 67.9 69.7 8.7 13.2
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NORTHERN REGION
Campagna Academy

Veritas Academy

Timothy L. Johnson Academy

Charter School of the Dunes

Thea Bowman Leadership Academy

21st Century School at Gary

East Chicago Urban Enterprise Academy

Gary Lighthouse Charter School

East Chicago Lighthouse Charter School

Lead College Preparatory Academy

West Gary Lighthouse Charter School

Renaissance Academy

Imagine MASTer Academy

Aspire Charter Academy

Imagine Schools on Broadway

Xavier School of Excellence

Discovery Charter School

Hammond Academy for Science  

and Technology

South Bend Career Academy
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“GEO 21st Century Model”
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www.21ccharter.org/Gary/index.html
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www.aspire.heritageacademies.org
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Aspire C
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“Challenging Each Child to Achieve”
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“Restoring Hope and Building Dreams”
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“A Tuition FREE Public School”
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“Preparing students for college with a rigorous arts-infused program.”
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